
Important Dates: 
 

 

February 1st, 2012 

Technical Dinner Meeting 

 

March 7, 2012 

Technical Dinner Meeting 
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{ŀƴ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻ {ŜŎǝƻƴ 

Social Period: 6:00 - 6:30 p.m. 

Dinner: 6:30 - 7:45 p.m. 

Guest Speaker: 7:45 - 9:00 p.m. 
                                                 

Place: 

Spengerôs Restaurant 

1919 ï4th St. (off University Ave.) 

Berkeley, CA 
 

Cost:  $25 per member or guest  

with reservations 

($30 without reservations) 
 

$15 per member retiree  

or full-time student AWS member  

with student ID  

with reservations 

($20 without reservations) 

 

STUDENTS MUST PRESENT  

STUDENT AWS CARD 
 

Cash or check ONLY 
 

Reservations: Contact 

Liisa Pine: 510-206-5728 
 

eMail: sfawsdinner@Gmail.com 

by Thursday, January 26th 
 

Please make a menu selection with 

your reservation: 

 

 
Parmesan Crusted English Sole with 
Lemon Butter and Crispy Capers; Pork 
Tenderloin with Pepper Jack Daniels 
Glaze; Pasta Primavera with fresh Sea-
sonal Vegetables 

 

Technical Dinner Meeting 
 

February 1, 2012  

ñWelding and Riveting on Liberty Shipsò 
 

Andre Lopez, Guest Speaker 

In the course of his career, Andre Lopez 

has worked on many interesting projects 

including the Liberty ship SS Jeremiah 

OôBrien.  Of 2,751 Liberty ships built 

between 1941-45, only two remain in 

operational conditionðthe OôBrien (San 

Francisco) and the SS John W. Brown 

(Baltimore).  In 1989 he was hired to 

make repairs on the OôBrien, and this 

experience, in which he was faced with a 

combination of welded and riveted con-

struction, will be the core of the discus-

sion.  Other interesting assignments will 

be discussed as time permits. 

Andre Lopez grew up in San Francisco.  

He learned his welding skills at Napa 

Valley College in 1981-83 under the 

tutelage of the late Jack Duncan.  Prior 

to starting his own business, Andre 

worked at various Bay Area refineries 

and shipyards as a boilermaker, iron-

worker, and welder.  In 1987 he became 

a Chevron Certified Pipe Welder. 

 

In 1989 he formed his own business, All 

Metals Welding.  The business is primar-

ily a mobile welding service, with a 

nearly complete welding shop mounted 

on a pickup truck (members who attend-

ed the October meeting had a chance to 

see Andreôs service truck, which he 

kindly volunteered to provide power for 

the plasma demonstrations.) 
 

Andre has been an AWS member since 

1989 and served two terms as SF Section 

Chairman in 1992-1994.  He lives in  

Millbrae with his wife Veronica, son 

Michael, and daughter Kathy. 

Welcome  
 

New Members and  

Section Transferees  

Alexia Aubault 

Steven Brokken 

Oudalay Chindavong 

Tobias Graham 

Rene Hernandez 

Mahmoud Jani 

Jason Toland 

Aaron Viducich 

Andrade Weston 

Marin Scouts  

introduced to weld-

ing, earn merits 
 

AWS-SF member Bill 

Schoolcraft worked 

with Marin County 

Scoutmasters to put on 

a hands-on welding 

event.  Each scout had 

the opportunity to 

weld a stick figure and 

qualify for Craftsman 

merit. 
 

Click here to see a gallery of photos of 

this event.  Be sure to click through for 

the larger images. 

http://billschoolcraft.com/scouts/
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Co-chairmen:  Liisa Pine, Sharon Jones 

Secretary: Liisa Pine  

Treasurer:   Sharon Jones 

Awards Chairman: Mike Urioste 

Publicity Chair: Day Pollini 

Student Affairs Chair: Cheryl Fralick 

Scholarship & Foundation: Mike Nagamoto 

Past Chairman, Conference Chairman: Tom Smeltzer 

Education Chair: Richard Hashimoto 

Image of Welding Co-Chairs: Andre Lopez, Cody Pearson 

Tech Rep., SENSE, Librarian: Dale Phillips 

Certification Chairman, Webmaster:  Doug Williams  

Newsletter Editor, e-mail distribution:  Jerry Azzaro 

AWSnewsletter@Gmail.com 
22nd District Director:   Dale Flood 

AWS Information Line (Miami):   800/443-9353 

ǿǿǿΦŀǿǎΦƻǊƎκǎŜŎǝƻƴǎκǎŀƴŦǊŀƴ 

 
 http://www.weldengineers.com/ doug@weldengineers.com 

January 4th Meeting  
¢ƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜǎ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ 
ƻǳǊ ǇŀǘǊƻƴǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŎƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀǎǎǳǊŜǎ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎΥ 

RYCO STEEL PRODUCTS, INC. 
P.O. Box 1716 

Benicia, CA 94510 
 

707/747-6322 
 

Supplying products to industry since 1994 
 

Chris Chwala, President 
AWS member since 1990 

²ŜƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǩƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǿŀǘŜǊ-ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭ ǇƭŀǎƳŀ 
омл-омп-рррм 

plhansen@multiplaz.com 

Mark Bell, P.E. presented the topic ñWelding on 

In-Service Pipelinesò to members gathered for the 

banquet meeting at Spengerôs Restaurant in Berke-

ley. 

 

Member/Patron Chris Chwala had presented the 

Section with a generous donation at our  November 

16th meeting at Solano Community College, but we 

did not get a good photo.  Chris attended the January 

meeting, which gave us the opportunity to retake the 

photo. 

Section co-chair Liisa Pine thanks Mark Bell for 

his presentation. 

Member/Patron Chris Chwalaôs donation to the 

AWS-SF Section is received by Liisa Pine. 

http://sections.aws.org/sanfran/
http://www.weldengineers.com
mailto:plhansen@multiplaz.com
http://www.multiplaz.com/
http://www.multiplaz.com/

